
RAP Update

Year 2 of our Innovate RAP Journey – to date
(September 2024 – 30 April 2025)



David Jones acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the lands and waters we now call 
Australia, from the islands of the Torres Strait to the mountains of Tasmania, from the rivers of 
the east coast to the red earth of the west coast and into the sandy, rocky heart of this continent. 

We pay our respects to all First Nations peoples, past and present, for their generosity and 
custodianship of Country.

Acknowledgement of Country



RAP Progress Snapshot 
Key initiatives delivered between September 2024 – April 2025

Respect & 
Relationships

Opportunities

Overall progress against David Jones Innovate RAP August 2023- August 2025 commitments : ON TRACK

Governance Progress and Reporting

• Number of commitments delivered to date - 84 commitments of total 111 
completed

• CEO and Chief Marketing Officer integrated RAP goal into their goals 
and targets for FY25 

• Engaged our senior leaders and other team members in the delivery of 
RAP commitments and delivered bi-annual performance reports 

Australia Day substitution offered to Support Centre team members. 48 team 
members substituted the day.  

First Nations Representation and Deepening Connections
• Cultural story telling featured and Welcome to Country organised for David 

Jones x Powerhouse Archive launch event

• 2024 Christmas Campaign featured 2 of our First Nations Ambassadors 
Adam Goodes and Nathan McGuire 

• Fashion Designer of Ngali; Deni Francisco featured in International Womens 
Day interview; a First Nations perspective

• Singer/songwriter Budjerah performed at the relaunch of David Jones 
Chadstone menswear floor 

• Attended Mob in Fashion studio launch – a dedicated collaboration space for 
First Nations creatives working within the fashion industry. Featured in 
David Jones blog interview. 

Key challenge
Harmonising expectations around co-design of programs and initiatives and 
better co-ordinating our ways of working with First Nations stakeholders and 
organisations. 

• Indigenous Fashion Projects
Review and evolution of Indigenous Fashion Pathways Program. 
Completed program with our partners DAAF; supporting 13 First 
Nations designers through the program since 2020. 

• First Nations Designer Pop Up at our flagship store in Sydney featuring 
4 IFP designers including Miimi and Jiinda, Kamara, Gali Swimwear, 
Joseph & James

• Indigenous Fashion Pathways Designer brand Miimi & Jiinda featured 
in exhibition to launch David Jones archives with Powerhouse Museum. 
Designer profile interview featured in DJs blog 

• Industry learning opportunity created for emerging fashion designer 
Renee of Lychee Alkira to get an exclusive, behind the scenes insight of 
David Jones 2025 Morther’s Day shoot 



RESPECT & RELATIONSHIPS
First Nations Representation & Deepening connections



David Jones Events
Archives Exhibition at our Elizabeth St Flagship

The exhibition featured IFP Pathways Designer Miimi & 
Jiinda's Yarilla Baalya Indigenous Inspired Wedding Dress.

The event began with a Welcome to Country from Aunty 
Yvonne Waldon.

Cultural story featured on accompanying plaque
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2024 CHRISTMAS CAMPAIGN
Featuring Friends of David Jones Adam Goodes and Nathan McGuire 



International Women's Day
A First Nations Woman’s perspective on IWD 

Pathways Program Alumni, Denni Franscisco of NGALI, spotlighted for International Women's Day March 2025

https://whlau.sharepoint.com/sites/DJHeadOffice/SitePages/Denni-Franscisco-on-IWD.aspx


BUDJERAH PERFORMANCE
At Chadstone Menswear event

Budjerah, proud Coodjinburra man from the Bundjalung nation, was invited to perform at the relaunch of David Jones' Chadstone Menswear floor (September 2024)

David Jones | From soundcheck to performing live and everything in between, join us for a behind-the-scenes look with @budjerah before his performance at... | Instagram

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DANl5slB--T/?igsh=OWczdHZiYmJqcTU0


Supporting Creatives:
Mob in Fashion
• DJs team members attended Mob in Fashion studio launch in support for David 

Jones Friend, Nathan McGuire and the First Nations fashion community in March 
2025

• Published a blog feature on this new creative space and what it means to the local 
First Nations community

https://www.davidjones.com/blog/interviews/nathan-mcguire-interview-new-creative-studio/


OPPORTUNITIES
Carving out meaningful opportunities and pathways  



The Pathways Program
Achievements:

• 13 First Nations designers went through the program since 2020
• 13 Industry Mentors supported the program
• 4 indigenous fashion runway shows were presented during Australian Fashion 

Week
• 3 David Jones in-store commercial popup opportunities were offered to designer 

participants
• 2 alumni designers went on to present their own standalone shows at Australian 

Fashion Week (Ngali & Maara Collective)
• 1 alumni designer was awarded the Australian Fashion Laureate (Ngali)

The Pathways Program was an inspiring development initiative created by the Darwin 

Aboriginal Art Fair Foundation’s Indigenous Fashion Projects and David Jones in 2020. 

This program was designed to empower and elevate First Nations designers, nurturing 

their businesses and careers while celebrating the richness of First Nations cultures. 

Through combining shared knowledge and resources, the program provided participants 

with opportunities in capacity building, professional development, and showcasing 

talents on prominent platform. We completed the IFP program in 2025 and are looking to 

evolve our support for First Nations designers and creatives.

https://www.ifp.org.au/programs/pathways/


PATHWAYS DESIGNER profile – MIIMI & JIINDA
Interview published on David Jones' blog

Read our interview: The Power Of Art, Design and Sharing Stories Of Country with Miimi & Jiinda

https://www.davidjones.com/blog/interviews/miimi-jiinda-sharing-stories-of-country/


FIRST NATIONS designer COLLECTIONS  pop-up IN SYDNEY

Pop up at David Jones Flagship store in Sydney 15 November – 15 December:

Designers featured were - Miimi & Jiinda, KAMARA, Gali Swim, JOSEPH & JAMES

Highlighted designers and cultural stories across our marketing channels.



Industry Learning Opportunity

David Jones committed in the RAP to delivering a learning opportunity for a 
young creative within the Mob in Fashion community.

The Emerging Talent
Renee Henderson, a Wirudjuri woman, is a talented fashion designer who 
runs the label Lychee Alkira.

The Experience
On-set, behind the lens Mother’s Day campaign shoot over 29-30 January 
2025.

Through this experience Renee was able to immerse herself in a large scale 
campaign photo shoot providing her with a real world understanding of the 
industry and the skills needed to succeed at that level. 
The 2 on-shoot days included exposure to key elements within the production 
/ shoot period including; 
• Set bump in 
• Lighting and photography testing
• Hair & Makeup direction 
• Stills and motion capture
• Asset sign off and selection process 
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https://www.instagram.com/lycheealkira/


MORE TO COME..

David Jones will complete its RAP in August 2025 and we look 
forward to reporting against our full action plan commitments  
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